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The Boston Dyke March turned out its biggest crowd in its eight-year history on the 
evening of June 7, as a boisterous crowd of 1,500 lesbians, bisexual women, 
transgenders and assorted allies poured onto Boylston St. at Copley Sq. and paraded to 
the Boston Common. 
 
The spirit of inclusiveness and visibility for which the Boston Dyke March has long 
strived was perhaps best summed up by biracial, bisexual activist/artist Amatul Hannan. 
Surveying the crowd from the common’s gazebo, Hannan exclaimed, "Look at all these 
beautiful, beautiful women and boys, and dykes and lesbians, and bisexuals and 
trannies, and freaks and geeks, and special leather people, and bottoms and tops, and 
sideways and up and down and all around. Wooohooooo! Damn!" 
 
Somerville resident Chris Wittcke and his two companions were among some of those 
boys who came out to support the march. "We’re the Gentlemen’s Auxiliary and next 
year we’re planning on having a bake sale to support the dyke march, and also to bring 
pom-poms," Wittcke told Bay Windows. 
 
As the flood of marchers--including contingents from the Boston Women’s Rainbow 
Chorus, the Gay and Lesbian Labor Activists Network (GALLAN) and Boston Gay and 
Lesbian Adolescent Social Services (GLASS)--surged toward the common to the beats 
of the Batacuda Bells, a women’s drumming ensemble, and the African rhythms of the 
all-female band Zili Roots, diners gaped from the windows of crowded restaurants and 
outdoor patios along Boylston St. while well-dressed middle-age men waved cloth 
napkins from the picture windows of the Four Seasons Hotel. Marchers bearing signs 
that proclaimed "Lesbians Come in All Colors" and "Challenge White Privilege" echoed 
this year’s Dyke March theme, "Toward Unity--Challenging Racism." 
 
The Dyke March planning committee chose that theme for two reasons, committee 
member Nina Selvaggio told Bay Windows. In addition to the racial profiling and 
backlash in the aftermath of the Sept. 11 terrorist attacks, she said, "I think often, racism 
isn’t addressed enough in [the GLBT] community. And so we decided this would be an 
important issue. Rather than talking about `American Pride,’" she said, referring to the 
aborted theme of this year’s Boston Pride parade, "we want to talk about challenging 
racism." Turning out more people of color at the Dyke March, said Selvaggio, is a 
constant challenge and the theme of uniting against racism is a step in the process. "We 
want the Dyke March to be for everyone, we’re trying to be more welcoming," she said. 



"...The GLBT community has a lot of work to do and we want to start doing it as a 
grassroots organization." 
 
Ife Franklin, a 42 year-old African-American lesbian from Roxbury, echoed Selvaggio’s 
sentiments. "I think it’s a good concept," she said of the theme. "You know I think we 
have, of course, a lot of work to do and not just on the parts of white women, but on the 
parts of women of color. In this town and many towns, we’re still very separated. So it’s 
a good theme. We’ll see what happens, right?" Surveying the crowd of marchers as they 
assembled at Copley Square, Franklin expressed the desire to see more women of 
color participate. "I’m walking around looking for the women of color. You know, there’s 
like the same three or four people," she observed. Asked why more women of color 
don’t participate in the Dyke March, Franklin responded, "It’s a very broad question. I 
think that there’s still some uncomfortability. I think that our communities are just so 
segregated. ...And then, there’s some people who don’t participate in these things. They 
just don’t feel like they want to be that `out.’ I think a lot of sisters work down here, I don’t 
think they want to be identified as such, or some people are just waiting for Unity Pride," 
she said, referring to the black gay community’s annual pride festivities. I definitely know 
I’ll see more sisters at Unity Pride." So why does Franklin, who’s participated in at least 
five Dyke Marches, keep showing up? "I come to the dyke march because I think it’s 
important to be here as women, I think it’s important to be here as a woman of color 
because maybe somebody will see me and say, `Oh well Ife went. I should go if for 
nothing else just to be near her.’ And I think it’s important because it’s political. I don’t 
separate being a lesbian from being political, as I don’t separate being black from being 
political, being a woman from being political. And I come because it’s fun," she said, 
laughing. "Definitely because it’s fun. If you can’t have a good time, what’s the fucking 
point?" 
 
Franklin wasn’t the only one who was looking to mix business with pleasure. The large 
crowd who braved the plummeting temperature to stick around the common for the post-
march rally was treated to a rousing mix of poetry, pride and politics. "I gotta tell you, it is 
great to be black and gay in Boston today!" said poet Shantanette Patrice as she took to 
the stage. "Gimme some love!" she implored the cheering throng. 
 
Patrice was followed to the stage by Becky Thompson, activist and author of "Mothering 
Without a Compass," a memoir of her first year as a white lesbian mothering an African-
American son. Speaking about the multiracial roots of the gay and lesbian movement in 
the United States, Thompson paid tribute to the ethnically and racially diverse gay rights 
activists of the movement’s early years and challenged the GLBT community to follow in 
their footsteps. "Doing justice to the multiracial roots of the GLBT movement includes 
celebrating the rebellion at the Stonewall Inn in 1969 in New York City that was ignited 
by a multiracial group of drag queens and butch dykes," said Thompson. "That is our 
history. In the late 1970s Harvey Milk became the first openly gay official elected to the 
San Francisco City Council. In the process he changed the course of history. He drew 
together a coalition of Asian, black, Latino and white voters both young and old, all of 
whom worked together for broad-minded change." 
 
"An accurate telling of the lesbian movement is one that celebrates the creative of 



wisdom of Joan Nestle, whose early understanding of U.S. politics came out of lessons 
she learned as a white Jewish lesbian who went south during the civil rights movement 
and her long time collaboration with black lesbian feminist Mabel Hampton," she 
continued. "Any proper understanding of the black power movement, of the feminist 
movement of the work against prisons, of the lesbian movement is one that honors the 
work of Angela Davis and her brilliant oratory skills. Audre Lorde once said that gay men 
and lesbians have been the forefront of every liberation struggle in the United States. I 
would like to see GLBT people be at the forefront of the struggle to stop the outrageous 
erosion of civil rights that we are now witnessing in the name of patriotism. I would like 
to see GLBT people at the forefront of the struggle for a living wage. At the forefront in 
the movement for reparations for slavery in the United States and beyond. At the 
forefront of the work to dismantle the punishment industry. At the forefront of the work to 
stop imperialism in Afghanistan, in Grenada, in Columbia, in Mexico in Russia and the 
list goes on." 
 
http://www.baywindows.com/index.php?ch=news&sc=glbt&sc2=news&sc3=&id=62600 
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